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FROM THE ADMINISTRATION

LOOKING BACK AND FORTH

As we start our new school year with anticipation of great things, I want to reflect on some of the wonderful
things God did at the ACA campus this past year.

o We purchased the five acres of land adjacent to our baseball and softball fields.

o We welcomed new football coach John Beck who will rebuild our program over the next several years.

o We had a number of athletes named “All League Players, First Team” including Sean Egan and Christian Pefia
(baseball); Sarah Stromwall and Mackenzie Magro (softball); David Shippee and Trevor Mattson (boys’ volleyball); Matt
Daniels and Jake Dolby (golf); Emma DeBoer (track and field).

o David Proctor made it to the first round of CIF in tennis.

o Sarah Stromwall set a new school record for batting average.

o Softball and baseball teams made it to CIF Playoffs.

o We celebrated two national yearbook awards for Wings 2010 as adviser Crystal Kazmierski and the yearbook
staff brought national recognition to our school.

o Our jazz band won Ist place at the Forum Music Festival and at the Vanguard Jazz Festival.

e Drum Line placed Ist at the Forum Music Festival and 1st place at the Redlands Christmas Parade. They placed
3rd in the American Drum Line Association.

o We graduated 79 seniors, most of whom have just started college.

As we look forward to 2011-12, we welcome several new teachers. Sara Shier will head up the new special
education program, which will provide a seamless transition for special ed students coming from RCS. Former Chino
High School baseball coach Bob Sheehan will take over for the Eagles. Also joining us: Jennifer Winslow, choral and
instrumental music; Jessica Hall, geography and world history (Jessica was a four-year basketball starter at Pepperdine);
Kimberly Cruz, Learning Center; Andrew Spear, middle school history (Andrew attended RCS and is a member of
Trinity Church), Laura Elsissy, middle school science and Bible, and Steve Annema, pre-algebra and algebra. Each of
these teachers is highly qualified with the appropriate credentials to teach high school.

Enrollment is up from last year. We are thankful for each student God has led to our community and look for-
ward to seeing them mature in their walk with Christ as we strive to provide excellence in Christian education. We look
forward to working together with our families and churches.

Nick Sweeney
Superintendent

2, Threads

UNPACKING GOD’S SUITCASE

What elements go into building and sustaining a Christian community? We are all familiar with the pat answers
— like prayer. You know the polite response we all give: “Hey, I'll pray for you.” I've said that way too often only to forget
almost as quickly as the words were out of my mouth. Don’t misunderstand — I believe in the power of prayer, and I
know that it is a powerful trait of the Christian community. Other powerful elements in the true Christian commu-
nity include fellowship, compassion, giving, helping, concern, patience, outreach, care, selflessness, oneness of purpose,
partnership.

But let’s consider something else. When we get rid of all the distractions and run out of adjectives to describe
“community,” there is one thing left to focus on, and that is the powerful word at the end: “unity.” There is nothing that
matters more in community.

Unity demands acceptance, forgiveness, love, patience and togetherness. In order for us to have unity, we first
need to have it with God. Unpacking the “Unity with God” suitcase says everything about what we value and how we
practice and use those values. It boils down to three basic things: God, God’s Word and God’s people.

Want to experience the true Christian community? In Ephesians 4 the apostle Paul details the plan. I challenge
all of us to use it as our blueprint for living.

Ray Leenstra
RCS Administrator
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LIFE HAPPENS
ACA teacher Dennis Henry shares the

story of his battle with colon cancer

RCS CHAPELS
Students use talents for praise
and worship

FAMILY NIGHT
Back to school at ACA’s
tailgating barbecue

BOARD UPDATE

The Board of Trustees has established four primary goals
for the academic year:

1. Complete the Ends Statements by December 2011. These
define the profile of students who have completed their Christian
education at RCS and ACA.

2. Define and design a capital campaign that is comprehen-

sive and achievable to hopefully launch by fall 2012. A special task

force has begun exploring options for debt retirement, completion
of funding for the 5-acre parcel of land that was acquired two years
ago, and a possible capital campaign for improvements/expansion.

3. Improve and enhance all forms of communication at all levels - internal and external. A
new board committee chaired by trustee Linda Stier was formed to examine, address and improve all
channels of communication at RCS and ACA.

4. Develop spiritual focus of the board: this year’s theme, “love,” is based on Ephesians 4:15-16.

A special grant provided by the Board of Trustees has provided iPad2s and software programs
to every middle school and high school teacher on both campuses. This pilot program will enhance
classroom teaching resources. Teachers received the iPads and initial training during their August
in-service.

It was reported at the September board meeting that the RCS Endowment Fund (started in
1973) has surpassed the $1 million benchmark; the ACA Endowment Fund (started in 2006) stands
presently at $107,000. The funds at both schools are overseen by an endowment committee chaired by
Dan DeWitt.

The RCS and ACA communities recognize and thank outgoing members of our Board of
Trustees: Sandra Carnes, Betty Daniels, M.D. and Kirk Shelby. We also welcome new trustees Phil
Mulder, John Koen and Todd Mattson who began their three-year terms in September.

Matt Thalmayer
Board of Trustees President
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

4 Threads

THE FACE OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

This is what a Christian community looks like; how it works
together, plays together, prays together, and serves one another

Celebrations. Graduations. Birthday parties.

Baby showers. Promotions. Funerals. Memorial services.
Potlucks. Barbecues. Pool parties. Car accidents. Divorce.
Counseling. Back-to-school events. School plays. Concerts.
Competitions. Community service projects. Thanksgiving
baskets. Partners Fund. Financial aid. Small groups. Prayer
vigils. Cards of encouragement. Phone calls. Bad medical
reports. Encouraging medical reports. Cancer diagnosis
and treatments. Deaths. Births. Golf tournaments. Ath-
letic events. Bike races. Campus clean-up days. Missions
trips. Heritage Society dinners. Holland Festivals. Cirque
du ACA - Christian community in a nutshell.

This is what a Christian community looks like; how
it works together, plays together, prays together, and serves
one another.

The Christian community at Redlands Christian
School and Arrowhead Christian Academy is bound by
these common values:

e Beliefin Jesus Christ

e Belief in the Bible

o Belief in Christian education

o Belief in Christian community

e Giving of time, talent and treasure

e Loving one another

e Sharing with one another

e Serving one another

e Accepting one another

o Forgiving one another

e Admonishing one another

As we become vulnerable and interdependent we
grow stronger — to do even greater. But community doesn’t
come without the risk of disappointment and hurt. We are
made up of broken, imperfect people, yet we build commu-
nity as we walk in forgiveness, healing, grace, and love — the
kind of love that takes risks, faces the hurt, finds healing,
and takes risks again.

While Christian and secular communities might
look similar, they operate on radically different principles.
Motivated by unselfish love, the Christian community puts

others first. It’s a community based on covenantal relation-

ship, where commitment is more important than personal
benefit. When the best-run human communities fall apart,
God’s communities stand tall. C.S. Lewis said it well:
“Aim at heaven and you will get Earth thrown in. Aim at
Earth and you will get nothing.”

Our goal for Redlands Christian School and Ar-
rowhead Christian Academy is summed up in our mis-
sion statement: providing Christ-centered excellence in
education, partnering with church and home to advance
God’s kingdom. In building people up and bringing
them closer to God’s intended image, we encourage oth-
ers to join us. In doing so, we expand the community of
believers.

When we updated our mission statement, we
labored over every word. The placement of each word was
as critical as the words themselves. It is a very good mission
statement and continues to drive the significant decisions
that are made on a daily basis at both of our schools. Every
word is important.

It has been on my heart for many months to
write about Christian Community — especially as I see
genuine Christian community demonstrated, unfolding,
developing, and being nurtured through our schools and
constituencies.

We suffered with Crystal Kazmierski during
her four-year journey through her husbands early-onset
Alzheimer’s disease and celebrated his home-goingas a
community. We saw the collection of coins pile up in the
water bottles as students helped send Team Learning for
Life on a 3,000-mile bike trek across America to start a
special education program at RCS and ACA. We wept and
prayed together at the news of Dennis Henry’s cancer and
provided gift cards and donations throughout his year of
treatment. (See related story on page 7.,)

Examples like these happen every day — on and off
our campuses — and all add up to show how we define this
Christian community.

We are a distinctively Christian community of
believers, bound together by a belief in the importance of

Christian education.

Ron Cook
Director of Development
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ACA government teacher Dennis Henry battles

cancer with support of Christian community

| IFE HAPPENS

No one saw it coming. Especially not me.

I was scrolling through Facebook notifications Aug. 27 when a
note by teacher Dennis Henry titled “Prayer Request” caught my eye. I
clicked. I skimmed. I stopped.

Cancer.

I couldn’t believe it. Neither could anyone else.

“During the summer, my doctor insisted I have a colonoscopy,
even though I won’t be 50 for a few years,” Dennis said. “I had it the week
before school started. The doctor told my wife right away that I had a
tumor in the lower part of my colon. He said it looked like cancer.”

“A biopsy was taken to analyze [the area] more closely,” his wife
Carolyn Henry said. “News was mixed. The tumor had grown into
the lining of the colon a bit, and there also appeared to be some lymph
nodes that were affected. But the favorable news was that the cancer
had not spread into any other organs.”

Juggling doctor appointments and procedures, Dennis contin-
ued to teach until October. But after a trip to the emergency room with
severe abdominal pain, he decided he needed to stay home.

“Some days are better than others, but being home has made a
difference for Dennis,” Carolyn said. “He is able to rest when he needs
to, now. Although he is no longer in the classroom, he has continued
planning for his classes at home and e-mails the long-term substitute
the weekly assignments.”

On Oct. 28 Dennis had a porta-cath (a small medical appliance)
placed in his chest to receive his six-week chemotherapy treatment.

“It connects to a pump that gives me a continuous drip of chemo
at a small dose to decrease the chance of side effects,” he said. “It’s about
the size of a baby bottle with a tube attached. Getting used to having it
connected to me all the time has been the most difficult part.”

On Nov. 3 he started radiation treatment. He drove to UC Irvine
Medical Center every weekday with his wife and son to have it done.

“My kids figured out early on that I was sick,” he said. “One day
I came home from school, and my daughter said, ‘Dad, let me show
you something!” She showed me a poster of the digestive system and
pointed to where my tumor was. As the kids ask questions, we answer.
That way they can handle what they’re able to handle at that time.”

His first real side effect hit Nov. 30: canker sores, followed by
skin irritation, exhaustion and nausea.

After a break for the holidays, he began another treatment
consisting of chemo alone.

“That was a higher dose. That’s when the real fun began,” he said
with a laugh.

“The thing I admire about my husband is his attitude,” Carolyn
said. “Even when he’s not feeling great, he still makes himself get up
and tries to keep moving. He doesn’t sit around and dwell on how
bad he’s feeling. I know his positive attitude is what is helping him get
through this time.”

Encouragement is, too. He spoke during chapel in late Septem-

ber about his cancer. At the end, spiritual life members presented him

with a basket full of notes from almost every student. Just looking at
the basket made him tear up.

“IL held off reading them until the cancer really started hitting
hard. I wanted to wait until I really needed the encouragement.

“I normally get an e-mail or Facebook message once a week from
people telling me that they’re praying for me,” he said. “Sometimes
from people I don’t even know.”

He paused and looked away, eyes glistening.

“I can’t imagine someone going through what I'm going through
without faith, family and a body of believers there to help.

“Iam able to handle this trial now, thanks to 30 years of time
with God in prayer. I've been slowly building up that relationship. I'm
trusting God just like I always have so that when life happens, I don’t
completely fall apart.

“If you believe that God is in control, you have nothing to worry
about,” he said. “You have to have the perspective that some days are go-
ing to be good and some bad. I'm going through a bad time right now,
but that’s okay.”

His last day of treatment was March 4. He then had a month off
for recovery before surgery April 7. After surgery he had another round
of chemo to finish off.

“God doesn’t want our lives to be easy,” he said. “Sickness is not
from God. Disease happens because we live in a sinful world. I've often
said to Carolyn that God must not have thought we could handle much
adversity because we have been blessed in so many ways through the
years. But apparently, he thinks we've matured enough to be able to
handle this, now.

“My cancer is most stressful on my wife,” he said. “If I die,
heaven is the worst that can happen to me. But she’d be a single mom
with two kids.”

He coughed and took a drink.

“It’s going to be a long haul,” he said. “My plan is to be well
enough to be at graduation. I want to be there to see the seniors off.”

“Time has flown by since we first heard Dennis had cancer,”
Carolyn said. “He has met with at least 10 different doctors, had about
cight different scans or procedures, had a trip to the emergency room,
has been on disability since mid-October, and completed 12 weeks of
chemotherapy and radiation. And with all of that we've logged over
1,000 miles on our van. Dennis has experienced a variety of side effects.
We've struggled with fatigue, feeling overwhelmed, fear, discourage-
ment and anxiety. But at every turn along the way, the Lord has met us
where we were. God, indeed, is good.”

I was scrolling through Facebook notifications April 15 when
a note by Carolyn Henry titled “Rejoicing” caught my eye. I clicked. I
skimmed. I stopped.

Cancer-free.

I couldn’t believe it. Neither could anyone else.

UPDATE: As of August, Dennis Henry is back at ACA doing
what he loves: teaching US Government and AP Government.

Cameron Wilson
Wings 2011 editor

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM WINGS 2011
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REMEMBERING SPRING

“STEEL MAGNOLIAS™ REVEALS
AMERICA'S NEXT TOP MODELS

ACA’s theater-in-the-round venue was perfect for Robert Harling’s comedy/
drama “Steel Magnolias,” which ran May 18-21.

With real salon chairs, racks of 80s garb, and an infinite supply of hair spray.
Truvy’s salon came alive before packed audiences all four nights.

“We were all about keeping it real,” director Crystal Kazmierski said. “Right
down to the Southern Hair magazines on the tables of the salon.”

With the magic of Photoshop, scanned faces of faculty, staff and students were
adorned with Google Images’ top search results for “big hair.” After a few graphic

touches, the completed magazine covers emerged and were strewn about the stage.

Faculty and staff
members, Julie Frey,
Amy Mclnerny and
Juli Mory grace the
covers of sev-

eral “back issues” of
Southern Hair.

CAST OF “STEEL MAGNOLIAS:” Joanna Sowell (‘11),
Katie Elgersma, Haley Mulder, Bradlee Locke (‘11),
Miranda Brown, Cameron Wilson (‘11). Graduates
Sowell, Locke, and Wilson are freshmen at USC, CBU
and Union University (Nashville).

REFLECTIONS OF RECENT GRADUATES

What I’ll miss about RCS

Garrett Collins: Helpful teachers and Bible class
Karah Cochran: Relationships with my friends and teachers
Kristyn Paez: The family feel of RCS

Kourtney Carranza: The bond between the students
Alyssa Freyder: Being in the big RCS family |-
Ally Huntsman: Amazing teachers and the closeness of the RCS family

Tiffany Evangelisto: Small groups and the Christian environment

Joy Underdown: How the teachers love every student

What I’ll Miss About ACA

Jon Lucas: Praying together in class

Taylor McKernan: Close relationships with teachers

Dana Park: Teachers who care and friends who love God

Bradlee Locke: The way cach teacher invested in my life and loved God
Cameron Wilson: Chapels and working on the yearbook staff
Christian Castillo: The amazing teachers

Lauren DePasquale: My friends and Bible class

Alecia Gage: The comfort of a small school

Ben Johnson: Biblical teaching and a Christhonoring community




Pressyour luck. You might win something
big. Maybe a brand new Buick Enclave, like
Shaina Arbeiter did with her hole-in-one on
#5 in the RCS Golf Tournament.

Find lots of things to do ... like circus
acts, mimes, flamingoes, clowns, game
booths, student/faculty basketball

game, food, prizes, scavenger hunt,

minute-to-win-it games, auctions — all
at Cirque du ACA. And don’t forget

Don’t stay home! Claire Fik (RCS class
the Cotton Candy!

of 1942) has never missed a Holland
Festival and will attend her 59th next

May 5! (Any others out there that we don’t
know about?)

Bring a big heart and a fat wallet. The RCS
Golf Tournament raises more than $90,000
cach year for innovative academic programs

and support at Redlands Christian School.

Mark your calendar. Always
the last Saturday in February,
the next Cirque du ACA will
be February 25,2012

Buy amazingly cool stuff! Last year’s marathon Live

Auction at the RCS Holland Festival lasted a record
five hours and 35 minutes and raised nearly $75,000.

At 8:55 p.m. you could still buy a pound of Gouda for
about $40. (Hey, it’s a fundraiser!)

Eatyour olliebollen! Months of prepa-
ration go into these special events, which
are an opportunity for fun, fellowship,
and community support. (And where

else can you get olliebollen?)

Fall/Winter 2011




NEW TEACHERS

JOHN FOX

EDUCATIONAL : B.A. in Christian
Education-Bible, M. A. in Technology and
Learning, Azusa Pacific. California state

SARAH SHIER

EDUCATION: B.A. in Liberal Studies,
San Diego State University; M. A. (in prog-
ress) in Special Education, Azusa Pacific
TEACHING CREDENTIAL: Mild/
Moderate and Moderate/Severe Special
Education, Azusa Pacific
EXPERIENCE: Yucaipa High School Life Skills program;
Home Hospital Students teacher

TEACHING: Special Education at ACA

“T am excited to see hearts and minds transform as people
with disabilities become a part of the daily community. My

desire is for the community to step out of their comfort zone ST E v E N A N N E M A

and embrace the uniqueness of these students.”

teaching credential
EXPERIENCE: Teacher, 18+ years
RESPONSIBILITIES: Technology coordinator, media
center, website, I'T controller

“By assisting faculty to use technology in their teaching, I am
hopeful that ACA will become a leading technology power-

house in Southern California.”

EDUCATION: B.A. in Mathematics, Dordt College
EXPERIENCE: Teacher at Arlington Christian School,
Washington; student teacher in a bilingual education program
in Groningen, Netherlands
J E N N | F E R \N | N S LOV\/ TEACHING: AlgebraII, Statistics, Physics, Finance
“I am excited about creating competition
between students using fantasy football in my
Statistics and Algebra II classes. In Finance,
students will learn the practical side of math
as they plan a budget that they can use when

EDUCATION: B.A. in Music Education, Seattle

Pacific University

EXPERIENCE: Middle school band director at

an alternative school, Seattle Public Schools system;

choral director, Whatcom County Home School

Choirs; music director, Mount Vernon Christian

School

TEACHING: HS - Kerygma and Crescendo choirs,
Instrumental Ensemble. MS —

; ;;., Choir and Band

\ “After a week of working with
| A EMILY HUFFMAN 7,

cians, I am looking forward to

they live on their own, which will include
things like buying a car and home.”

' intense musical progress at ACA EDUCATION: B.A. in English/Language
and to performing on a stage near Arts, Dordt College
| r youDec. 8 at 7 p.m. EXPERIENCE: Long term substitute at West-
1 i i | ern Christian and Oskaloosa Christian; educa-

tional director at Creative Arts Productions

TEACHING: MS English

“My hope is that as we read stories, as we learn to write, as we
perform and bring literature pieces to life, we’ll continue to find
and better understand our place in God’s story.”

1 O Threads




Ten new teachers bring a wealth of experience,
opportunities and goals to ACA and RCS

LAURA ELSISSY

EDUCATION: B.A. in Biology, M.A. in Educa-
tion, UC Riverside; California credential in multiple
subjects; authorization to teach biology.
EXPERIENCE: Biochemistry lab at the National
Institutes of Health; Perinatal Biology/Neonatology
lab at Loma Linda University; student teacher, kin-

dergarten and third grade; teacher, fifth/sixth grades.

TEACHING: MS Life Science/Physical Science,
eighth-grade Bible; MS Executive Council adviser
“I'm excited about having my Bible students make
short films about Jesus’ ministry, and parachute
kits to spread the gospel to areas

where Christians are persecuted.

My seventh-grade class will get an

up-close look at the life of a field

biologist during the Catalina Sci-

ence Camp in October.”

ANDY SPEAR

EDUCATION: B.A. in Social Studies

Education and History, Indiana Wesleyan

University

TEACHING: MS Social Studies and

seventh-grade Bible

“I am excited to have an impact on stu-

dents’ lives in and outside the classroom.
The opportunity to
plan and be a part of
events that strengthen
the middle school com-
munity is something
that I am looking
Sforward to this year.”

KIM CRUZ

EDUCATION: B.A in Human Development, M.A. in
Educational Counseling, Azusa Pacific University. PPS,
School Psychology (in progress), CSU San Bernardino
EXPERIENCE: HS Special Ed aide, San Bernardino
City Unified School District. Substitute teacher, temporary
school counselor, Colton Joint Unified School District
TEACHING: Study Center Coordinator, seventh-grade general math, HS
algebra
“Ilook forward to allowing God to work through me to bring a positive
insight to the Special Ed program as well as a positive change to the Study
Center that will expand our resources and allow our ministry to reach out to
individuals with different learning capacities.”

RACHEL HIEMSTRA

EDUCATION: B.A. in Business Administration, UC Riverside; teaching
credential and M. A. in Education, Azusa Pacific University
EXPERIENCE: Customer Service Supervisor, Target; MS

and HS math teacher, Bloomington Christian

TEACHING: MS, HS Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1 and Busi-

ness: Entreprencurship

“I am excited about the business plan project in which my

students will be able to use their creativity to develop a plan

that will include all the aspects of starting a new business

JESSICA HALL

EDUCATION: B.A, Pepperdine Univer-

sity; California State Teaching

Credential in Social Science, California

Baptist University

EXPERIENCE: Coached high school

basketball at Ontario Christian, and Brea Olinda
TEACHING: First year teacher. Ninth-grade geography,
10th-grade world history

“I ‘m eager to use both geography and world bistory as a way
to get kids excited about God’s creation, travel, the opportu-
nity to study abroad, missions and more!”




AROUND CAMPUS

Stringing along.
Brianna Moore plays
her violin at the 5B

| Talent Chapel. Moore
was accompanied by
her father, Stephen
Moore, on the
keyboard. The chapel
showcased the talents
of Richelle Stone’s fifth-
grade class.

T %

“Guard your heart.”
Redlands Christian School’s
theme verse for 2011-2012 is
based on Proverbs 4:23-27.
Hannah Hernandez plays |
her guitar and sings for the
5B Talent Chapel. Abigail
Verhoeven reads a quote
from Scripture during the
“Flaming Big for Jesus”
chapel led by Katie Verhoef’s

third-grade class. l
| )

RCS STUDENTS
USE TALENTS IN
CHAPELS

Fruits of the Spirit? Addison
Cummings (banana), Victo-

ria Fletcher (strawberry) and
Megan Nordlund (watermelon)
along with the help of Teri
Vugteveen in the background
visually demonstrate the fruit
of the spirit during the “Flaming
Big for Jesus” chapel.

1 2 Threads



MILY MATTERS

TAILGATE FESTIVAL KICKS OFF
SCHOOL YEAR AT ACA

Back to school at ACA would not be complete without the
wafting aroma of hotdogs and hamburgers and the array of festivi-
ties and booths in Eagle Park at Family Night. The Sept. 9 event

preceded the Eagles’ first home football « .
game vs. Brethren Christian. 1t t00k a u)blle [t0 dunk

More booths than ever before Nathan Heuker], but it was
emerged as clubs, classes, and organiza- worth it I}(‘[Nlckjsweeney
tions were given the opportunity to
participate. While some booths offered had been ”P there’ T would
information on upcoming school events hdve Spent 10 buCkS ! ”
and projects, others were fundraising gigs.

ASB’s popular dunk tank allowed students to get back at
their teachers.

“I'm waiting for [Nathan] Heuker’s [turn],” Tommy Feles
said. “It’s payback for Chemistry.”

After finally succeeding in sinking Heuker, Feles said, “It
took a while but it was worth it. If Sweeney had been up there, I
would have spent 10 bucks!”

But raising funds wasn’t always the outcome. The dunk
tank may have made a drop in the bucket, but the seniors’ joust-

ing booth went underwater.

“The jousting booth was to raise money for the senior
trip,” Collin Callahan said of the endeavor that came up $30
Take that! Greg Treur makes a splash in the dunk tank short. “Maybe people don’t wanr to get hit in the face with a
sponsored by the high school ASB (student council). -
“Who doesn’t want to dunk Truer? He makes you run the
mile every week!” Jake Naman yelled to lure customers to San Diego for senior trip ... not!”
his booth. Madi Harris applies purple face paint to chil- The volume of family and alumni in attendance, includ-
dren at the junior ASB booth. Visitors purchased tickets
ahead of time to spend at the booths to support individual
classes and causes. Below, Harris spins cotton candy,
the juniors’ other fundraiser. the strength of the ACA community.

giant stick. I'd rather go to Pharaoh’s Splash Kingdom than

ing Katie Jo Woodrow, Ben Johnson and Andrew Carnes (all

class of ‘11) who played in the alumni band, was a testament to

Allin the family. Cassidy
Brown (RCS eighth-grader)
sings with the Jeff Mercer
Band during barbecue.
Arian Ramos, Avery Poling
and Corey Pak test out the
seniors’ jousting booth be-
fore the customers arrive.




PARENTS’ PERSPECTIVE

A FATEFUL

On June 7, 1993 I was boarding a plane
to Texas to be with my brother as he buried his
daughter. My husband, Mike, was home with our
three young boys. As I sat teary eyed on the plane,
the gentleman next to me asked if I was okay and
within minutes we were praying togcther. Later as
we spoke about our families, he asked if I had heard
of Arrowhead Christian Academy and began to
tell me about this wonderful Christian high school
in Redlands. The man I had sat next to was Larry
Poland, founder of the school. He later sent me
information so that my husband and I could learn
about the school before our boys were old enough to
attend.

David, our oldest,

There are many places we

night at our house with the kids, building the float
for homecoming. I watched as Scott Blakey led a
worship service in the courtyard of a hotel on a Sun-
day morning during a choir/band trip. I chuckled as
Crystal Kazmierski and Nathan Smith performed
yearbook “marriage” ceremonies in front of the
school to teach our kids the importance of commit-
ment. Judge Christianson and Steve Smith practiced
courtroom etiquette with the mock trial kids until
9 or 10 at night so they could experience a real
courtroom. John Beck’s football coaching went way
beyond the sport as our son not only learned how to
play football, but also how to respect coaches, care
about his teammates,

and how to be a better

started seventh grade at ACA Could hdvefbund bigh man for the future.

in 1997, and we had one of

David and Brian

our children there until our quﬂljty dCddemiCS, but I graduated eight and

youngest graduated this past

June. Our boys explored many

am not certain there are

five years ago and still

e-mail and visit their

interests at ACA including Otherpld(ies we would former teachers.
video production, drama, Tangible advan-
yearbook, cross country, base- bﬂvefbund the sanme tages like receiving a

ball, soccer, golf, volleyball,

football, jazz band, drum line,

degree of Christian role

Christian education,

college prep classes,

choir, mock trial, spiritual life mOdels di’ld trueﬁiends small class size and

and worship team. Mike and

I loved being at our boys’ functions, so we spent a
great deal of time at ACA. We became friends with
the faculty and staff, the Christian role models our
boys looked up to for many years.

We recently asked the boys what was the
most important part of their time at ACA. Without
hesitation, each of them cited the faculty and staff’s
care and interest in them as they taught them how
to be Christian leaders. Their teachers didn’t just
say what they wanted to hear; they spoke the truth
(even when it hurt) to help them grow in Christ.

Our boys said how important it was to them
to have “teachers who cared.” I remember Steve

Hoff and Donn Headley staying very late into the

1 4 Threads

campus safety are

obvious, but the best benefits are observed through
the close relationships between faculty, staff and
students. Helping students discover and develop
their passions, watching them take their talents into
the community, minister internationally through
mission trips — these are areas in which ACA excels.

There are many places we could have found
high quality academics, but I am not certain there
are other places we would have found the same de-
gree of Christian role models and true friends.

I have boarded many airplanes in the past
15 years, but have not sat next to anyone who has
had such an impact on our life. Thank you, Larry

Poland, for introducing us to ACA.

Sandy Carnes
Parent



ALUMN|

HIGHLIGHT

FROM RCS COUGARS
TO SAN DIEGO PADRES

RCS ALUM MATT ANDRIESE TAKES HIS FAITH TO THE BIG LEAGUES

The family huddled nervously around the computer,
waiting. In the third round the San Diego Padres stepped
up to the podium and drafted Matt Andriese to the Major
Leagues. The Andriese family cheered.

“Watching the live stream of the Major League Draft
on the computer with my whole family was really cool,”
Andriese said. “I've looked forward to this all my life. Draft
day was like a dream come true.”

Andriese spoke on the phone with more than 20
teams the night before the draft, each expressing their inter-
est in getting him onto their pitching staff. The Padres told
Andriese they were going to pick him in the second or third
round. “I feel incredibly lucky to be going to San Diego,”
he said. “I wanted to stay local so my family could go to the
games. [ wanted to be a Padre.”

All three of the Andriese boys graduated from Redlands

kids would spend
their summers play-
ing home run derby
with a Wiffle ball in
their front yard.
“We had to
hit it between the
two trees and into
the street to get a
home run,” he said.
“Mom would sit in

alawn chair in the

front yard and watch

Former RCS student Matt Andriese

pitches for the minor league team, the
Emeralds based in Eugene, Oregon before
being drafted to the Padres.

us. She had to settle
quite a few argu-

»
ments.

“T’ve looked forward to this all my life. Draft day was like a dream come true.
1 feel incredibly lucky to be going to San Diego”

MATTHEW ANDRIESE :ﬂ

Christian School. And all three of them love baseball. Matt’s
older brother, Bryan played one year
in college before an injury dampened
his athletic career. David, the young-
est of the three boys, now plays at UC
Riverside, Matt’s alma mater.

Matt wonders how they all
fell in love with baseball.

“My dad was more of a foot-
ball guy,” he said.

His father must have recog-
nized his sons’ love for America’s
favorite pastime because he spent

hours in the park with his boys

Matt Andriese’s love of baseball was
fostered as a middle school student at
RCS where he played on Jeff Hartog’s
team in 2004.

hitting fly balls, working on their
batting, or just playing catch.
Matct tells stories of how the

Matt remembers playing on Jeff Hartog’s baseball
teams at RCS.

“Mr. Hartog was pretty relaxed,” he said. “He wanted
us to learn the game and do it right, but he also wanted us to
have fun.”

Matt’s favorite memories from RCS involve the
teachers and coaches that cared about him. He appreciated
the opportunity to play a variety of sports: football, basket-
ball and baseball. He remembers getting all the way to the
championships on Hartog’s baseball team.

Aware of the distractions that professional sports
can present to Christian athletes, Matt is confident he
can avoid them.

“I dealt with a lot of the same types of distractions
in college,” he said. “It’s the world we live in. My parents
encouraged me to demonstrate my faith toward others. They

taught me to lead by example.”

Mark Leonard
Contributing Writer

Fall/Winter 2011
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ACA cvents

® WWW.REDLANDSCHRISTIANSCHOOL.ORG

~ RCS events

NOV. 11 FEB. 27 NOV. 4-5 APRIL 21
VETERAN’S DAY (NO SCHOOL) NEW FAMILY OPEN HOUSE HOMECOMING EARTH STEWARDSHIP
NOV. 16-18 MARCH 10-16 NOV. 21-25 DAY
PARENT-TEACHER CONFER- GRADE 8 D.C. TRIP THANKSGIVING BREAK APRIL 25-29
ENCES MARCH 26-29 NOV. 30 THROUGH DEC. 3 KERYGMA ON TOUR
NOV. 21-25 SPIRIT WEEK HIGH SCHOOL PLAY APRIL 28
THANKSGIVING BREAK MARCH 29 Poec. s SENIOR BRUNCH
DEC. 13 FRIENDSHIP GAMES / CHRISTMAS CONCERT MAY 9
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM MARCH 30-APRIL 6 DEC. 19 - JAN. 2 KERYGMA CONGERT
DEC. 19-JAN. 2 SPRING BREAK / CHRISTMAS BREAK MAY 12
CHRISTMAS BREAK MAY 5 P FEB. 25 PROM
JAN. 3 HOLLAND FESTIVAL , CIRQUE DU ACA MAY 16-19
SCHOOL RESUMES MAY 28 5 MARCH 28 SPRING PLAY
JAN. 16 MEMORIAL DAY , COMMUNITY SERVICEDAY  MAY 22
MARTIN LUTHER KING: MAY 31 MARCH 26 - APRIL 6 SPRING CONCERT
HOLIDAY MS AWARDS NI(}HT UKRAINE MISSION TRIP JUNE 1
JAN'SSP?I:TEL?AE empHasisweek  TUNEST MARCH 29 - APRIL 6 S APSNEHT
MS EXAMS SPRING BREAK JUNE 2
FEB. 17 JUNE 6 Y BACCALAUREATE ANNUAL BOOSTERS GOLF TOURNAMENT
EIRANPIFARIENT S A K GRADUATION APRIL 20 JUNE 9 i
FEB. 20 JUNE 7 U ATHLETIC BOOSTERS GOLF COMMENCEMENT April 20, 2012
PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY CAsT b oF scHooL TOURNAMENT Tukwet Canyon Golf Resort

GRADE 8 GRADUATION

A delightful, sentimental,
heartwarming comedy

Nov. 30, Dec. 1,2, 3
7:30 p.m.

Savage
All seats $10
Tickets available
starting Nov. 28
909-335-3594
Reserved seating
recommended

Arrowhead Christian Academy Theatre in- the Roun
105 Tennessee Street, Redlands

Produced by Special Arrangement with Dramatists Pl

S'Elfwce



